
SUPPORT FOR EARLY CAREER 
RESEARCHERS: 

Checklist to improve my chances of landing that big grant 
 

Attend Grant Writing Office Hours: 
http://research.ucdavis.edu/proposals-grants-contracts/project-
dev/project-development-proposal-writing/  
 

Visit Early Career Researcher Support website: 
http://research.ucdavis.edu/proposals-grants-contracts/project-
dev/early-career-investigator-funding/ 
 

Get familiar with Limited Submissions process: 
http://research.ucdavis.edu/proposals-grants-contracts/funding-
opportunities/limited-submission/ 

 

Find templates/samples of grant proposal 
elements:  
https://ucdavis.app.box.com/folder/49697243210 
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When is my grant due? 
 

 

National Institutes of 
Health 

National Science 
Foundation 

US Department of 
Agriculture Other Federal Agencies Private Foundations 

R01 (Research Grant) 
Submission: 

Feb 5, June 5, Oct 5 

Investigator-Initiated 
Research Project: 
Deadlines vary by 

proposal 

AFRI Standard Grant:  
RFAs issued in spring, 

due in summer 
 

AFRI Conference Grant: 
RFAs issued in spring, 

due in summer 

NEH Challenge Grants 
Limited Submission: Jan 

 
NEH Summer Stipends 
Limited Submission: July 

Contact the Office of 
Foundation and 

Corporate Giving 
(fcg@ucdavis.edu) for 

info on private 
foundation opportunities 

NSF Research  
Traineeship 

Limited Submission: Sept 

R21 (Exploratory 
Research) Submission: 
Feb 16, June 16, Oct 16 

Major Research 
Instrumentation 

Limited Submission: Oct 
AFRI Coordinated 

Agricultural Project 
(large-scale, multi-

function):  
RFAs issued in spring, 

due in summer 

Environmental Protection 
Agency,  

Science to Achieve Results 
Research Grant: 

Varies by research area;  
must respond to open RFAs 

W. M. Keck Foundation 
Science & Engineering 
and Medical Research 

Program: 
Limited Submission:  

Oct and May  

Collections in Support 
of Biological Research 

Proposals Accepted 
Anytime 

Ea
rly

 C
ar

ee
r P

ro
gr

am
s 

K (Career 
Development) 
Submission: 

Feb 12, Jun 12, Oct 12 

Early CAREER 
Program: July 17-19 

Agriculture and Food 
Research Initiative 
(AFRI), Food and 

Agriculture Science 
Enhancement, New 
Investigator Grant: 

RFAs issued in spring, 
due in summer 

Department of Defense 
Young Investigator Program: 

 
Office of Naval Research: Aug 

 
Air Force Office of Science 

Research: June 

Packard Fellowship for 
Science and Engineering 
Limited Submission: Feb 

Pew Scholars Program, 
Biomedical Sciences 

Limited Submission: May 

National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH)  
Fellowship: April 

Hartwell Foundation 
Individual Biomedical 
Research Fellowship: 

Limited Submission: June 

Department of Energy Early 
Career Research: Jan 

Searle Scholars Program 
Limited Submission: July 

 


